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Spreading of tlie Fiiino-Ugric languages.

Trusting to linguistic evidence alone, Professor
Donner makes out the following history of the
gradual spreading of the Finno-Ugric languages.

The Finnic branch must have started, he thinks,
from its original home towards Europe, leaving suc-
cessive settlements behind on its way towards the
West. We do not know what caused the separation
between the Volga-Baltic division and the Permic di-
visions. Possibly the pressure of Tatar tribes drove
the Permians to move towards the north. The
formation of the Permian numerals seems to have
taken place under Tatar influences. The Volga-Baltic
tribes remained together for some time, in contact
with German tribes from whom they received the de-
cimal method of counting, and a few words connected
with higher culture. New historical convulsions
drove the West-Finnic people more towards the west
and the north, and during this period the German
influence became considerable. To judge from the
phonetic character of the words borrowed from German,
which is more primitive than the Old Norse and
Gothic, this period is supposed to have been anterior
to the third century.

During the same time the Laps must have had
their seats on the Eastern frontiers of the common
group, which would explain their closer relation
with the Tcheremissians. At this time a Lituanian
influence begins to show itself. In Lapponian the
number of Lituanian words is small. But after the
Laps had migrated more northward, the Baltic